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A national organization dedicated to supporting the goals and operations of state parks
systems across the nation has recognized the outstanding efforts of the Hugh Morton Family
for its longtime natural resource stewardship efforts and critical role in the creation of North
Carolina’s newest state park at Grandfather Mountain.

The National Association of State Park Directors, which advises state park systems on
effective administration and management, presented its President’s Award to Julia, Catherine,
Jim and Crae Morton at its annual meeting Sept. 10.

The Morton Family was recognized for working with state officials in North Carolina to
preserve Grandfather Mountain, a family-owned property affording rich natural resources and
recreational opportunities for visitors and residents. Valued at $25 million, the property was
sold to the state for $12 million, due to the conservation ethic of the family.

In 2008, the Morton Family approached the North Carolina state parks system about the long-
term preservation and conservation of the property and creation of a state park to provide a
source of perpetual management and public access of the property.

“Generations of our family have loved this mountain,” said Jim Morton, “so we are heartened
to know that many other families will be able to enjoy this beautiful land for generations to
come.” 

In September 2008, the state announced plans to acquire 2,456 acres on the landmark
mountain for $12 million from the Morton family and Grandfather Mountain Inc. The acquisition
also includes a conservation easement on 749 acres that will be retained by the heirs of Hugh
Morton, the family patriarch who inherited the mountain in 1952 and is credited with
developing the park as a tourist destination and endowing it with a strong conservation ethic.
Morton died in 2006.

The 2009 North Carolina General Assembly unanimously passed and Gov. Bev Perdue signed
into law legislation authorizing the new park.

“The Morton Family has built upon the natural resource stewardship and the conservation ethic
exemplified by Hugh Morton,” Lewis Ledford, N.C. State Parks System director said at the
awards ceremony. “The family is an inspiration to citizens of every state and to those of us
charged with the stewardship of natural resources.”

The award to the Morton Family marks the third time in the last four years that North Carolina
land conservationists have received NASPD recognition. In 2007, Dick Ludington and Mike
Leonard of The Conservation Fund and Lt. Gov. (then state senator) Walter Dalton received
the President’s Award for their work in the preservation of Chimney Rock. Susie Hamrick
Jones and the Foothills Conservancy of North Carolina received the award in 2006 for her
organization’s efforts to secure 4,300 acres for the expansion of Lake James State Park in
Burke and McDowell counties.
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Burke and McDowell counties.

Others receiving NASPD awards this year included the Blackstone Valley Maple Sugaring
Association of Massachusetts and the U.S. Department of Interior’s Bureau of Reclamation.
Ron Blome of Blome Productions in Arkansas won the organization’s award for historical work.

The National Association of State Parks Directors is composed of park directors from all 50
states. NASPD meets annually in September to share ideas about operations, budgets, and
other issues. This year’s meeting focused on balancing budget challenges with meeting
operational needs and visitor expectations.
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