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Easements
farms from
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FAIRVIEW — As a fourth-genera-
tion farmer in the Fairview valley,
Annie Louise Perkinson wants to
make sure her fields provide pro-
duce for Asheville families and res-
taurants well into the future.

Perkinson and her husband,
Isaiah, operate Flying Cloud Farm,
28 acres of which will be protected
from future development with a
conservation easement negotiated
with the Southern Appalachian
Highland Conservancy.

Land trust leaders, officials and
local farmers gathered Thursday in
the Flying Cloud Farm's fields of
red cabbage, kale and onions to
mark its permanent protection,
thanks in part to a $50,000 grant
from the Wal-Mart Foundation.

Preserving the property as work-
ing farmland provides tax breaks
for owners, who can lease out pro-
tected acres to young farmers, said
Perkinson, a granddaughter of for-
mer Western North Carolina Con-
gressman Jamie Clarke. Perkinson’s
farm provides ns boxes of food each
week for families, fresh vegetables
for area tailgate markets and down-
town restaurants.

Next door to the Flying Cloud
Farm, Alma Spicer, 9o, of Brevard,
honored her late mother’s wishes to
preserve the Spicer property by
working with her family to place170
acres of tree farm and forest land in-
to a conservation easement nego-
tiated with the Carolina Mountain
Land Conservancy.

Under conservation easements,
families continue to own and can
work the land but sell off any right
to develop the land.

protect Fairview
development
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Carl Silverstein, the executive director of the Southern Appalachian Highlands
Conservancy, stands in the fields of Flying Cloud Farm on Thursday.

The properties are “part of a
larger puzzle” in the Fairview farm-
ing community, said Carl Silver-
stein, executive director of South-
ern Appalachian Highlands Con-
servancy.

Land trusts working with local
families protect some 700 acres in
the area. The land trusts aspire to
double that -acreage in coming
vears. Southern Appalachian and
Carolina Mountain are two of 10
land trusts in the Blue Ridge Forev-
er alliance, which will split the Wal-
Mart grant.

Buncombe County contributed
more than $700,000 last year to help
preserve 320 acres of the Clarke

family property along the moun-
tainsides overlooking scenic byway
U.S. 74-A, which serves as a gateway
to the new Hickory Nut Gorge State
Park.

Buncombe has to trim its budget
next year, allotting some $600,000
for farmland conservation com-
pared to the s2 million commission-
ers budgeted in previous years.
Since 20006, commissioners have
budgeted $6 million and spent $3
million to protect ridgelines and
farms.

“This area is part of the land-
scape of Buncombe County and it's
our responsibility to protect that,”
said Commissioner Carol Peterson,







