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Scenic mountain creek protected
Bruce Henderson
 bhenderson@charlotteobserver.com
Posted: Friday, May. 22, 2009

The state has acquired nearly 650 acres along four miles of Caldwell County's Wilson Creek,
nationally recognized for its scenic whitewater, a regional land trust said today.

The mountain tract, surrounded by Pisgah National Forest, will be open to the public as state
gamelands, said Foothills Conservancy of North Carolina.

Congress designated Wilson Creek a National Wild and Scenic River in 2000. Caldwell residents
treasure the creek, which lures trout fishermen and whitewater paddlers from several states.

But the pristine creek has also been the focus of development plans in recent years.

Foothills Conservancy negotiated the $7 million purchase from the Lutz Family Partnership on behalf
of the state more than a year ago, after plans for a 250-home subdivision were shelved. The
purchase was completed last week.

“Our parents, O.P. and Mattie Lutz, never wanted this beautiful land to be ravaged and destroyed by
poor stewardship,” Herbert Lutz of the family partnership said in a statement. “They always desired to
have this treasure shared by the people who enjoyed its natural beauty.”

Money for the acquisition came from the state's Clean Water Management Trust Fund and the
Natural Heritage Trust Fund.

The purchase will complement other public and private holdings in the watershed, said Mallory
Martin, chief deputy director of the N.C. Wildlife Resources Commission.

The conservancy is working with other landowners and Caldwell County officials to further protect the
Wilson Creek watershed, said executive director Susie Hamrick Jones.
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g02342000 wrote on 05/22/2009 07:21:23 PM:

The headwaters of Wilson Creek are from springs located midway up Grandfather
Mountain along with several tributaries from other springs coming down
Grandfather to the John River Basin the short distance from Johns River to
Grandfather Mountain (already protected) should all be protected through a land
trust. We need to prof our General Assembly to double the size of this latest
acquisition as part of North Carolina State Park and protect the whole Wilson
Creek basin.
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NCGirl1 wrote on 05/22/2009 04:32:15 PM:

WAY TO GO! Finally some good news. I'd hate to lose such a wonderful place to
development.
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NObama wrote on 05/22/2009 04:18:54 PM:

good to hear, we need to save more wilderness from devolpers
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Disclaimer

The Charlotte Observer is pleased to be able to offer its users the opportunity to make comments and
hold conversations online. However, the interactive nature of the internet makes it impracticable for
our staff to monitor each and every posting.

Since charlotteobserver.com does not control user submitted statements, we cannot promise that
readers will not occasionally find offensive or inaccurate comments posted on our website. In
addition, we remind anyone interested in making an online comment that responsibility for statements
posted lies with the person submitting the comment, not The Charlotte Observer.

If you find a comment offensive, clicking on the exclamation icon will flag the comment for review by
the administrators, we are counting on the good judgment of all our readers to help us.
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